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1. Introduction
Almost without exception, party membership throughout Western Europe is in decline (Van Biezen, 
Mair, & Poguntke, 2012). This might raise serious questions about how the quality of political 
representation is affected by this decline. The most widely accepted view is that high levels of party 
membership numbers makes parties more legitimate. They can claim to represented large numbers of 
the electorate, giving the party members an important symbolic function (Mair, Bartolini, & Daalder, 
2014, p. 417; Scarrow & Gezgor, 2010, p. 827). Conversely, low numbers of party memberships can 
have as effect that the party members as a whole become sufficiently distinct in terms of social profile 
and activities that they cannot be seen as a constitution part of civil society, but rather as constituting 
out of the outer ring of an extended political class (Van Biezen et al., 2012, p. 39-40). Since party 
members are seen as an important link for the top leaders of a party with its electorate, the declining 
numbers of party memberships can be seen as worrisome.
However, party organizations have not always been regarded as a positive instrument for 
increasing the quality of political representation. Robert Michels found an inherent tendency towards 
oligarchy in (political) organisations. Furthermore, as size increases, the ideological distance between 
the leaders and the led (members/voters) increases and their interests diverge. The effect of the 
tendencies of oligarchy would be that a relatively small number of people, which have different 
interests than party as a whole, determine the character and content of organizational discourse 
(Michels, 1968). A theory that brings a little more detail to the differences in political views between 
various levels of power in a party is John D. May’s ‘Special Law of Curvilinear Disparity.’ In his paper,
he discusses various possible configurations of opinion structures, detailing three different 
organizational status levels. These levels are top leaders, sub-leaders and non-leaders. The top leaders 
are those in parliament, the sub-leaders are those in powerful positions in the party and the non-leaders 
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are the voters/electorate. He lists a number of different official positions within a party and sort them in
importance. He argues, on the basis of ‘respectable testimonies,’ that the sub-leaders are the most 
extreme in their views, compared to the other two groups, and thus that the top leaders and non-leaders 
are more congruent with one another on substantive issues than either are with the sub-leaders (May, 
1973, pp. 135-136, 139). Given these theories, it becomes unclear whether the declining numbers of 
party members throughout Europe should be regarded as detrimental to the quality of political 
representation, like conventional wisdom would suggest, or whether the declining number of party 
members make it more easy for the party in parliament to circumvent the party, represented by the 
more extreme sub-leaders, and act more in accordance to the wishes of its electorate. The research 
question that this thesis will address is as follows:
What is the effect of party membership numbers on the quality of political representation by a 
party?
It is still necessary to conceptualize ‘quality of political representation.’ As Andeweg remarks, 
perhaps one of the most universally accepted conceptualization of the quality of political representation
in a democracy is how well the elected politicians act in accordance with the preferences of their 
electorate. Or, in other terms, the communis opinio is that policy congruence indicates good political 
representation (Andeweg, 2011, p. 39). By measuring policy congruence between the party’s electorate 
and the party in parliament, we can give expression to the quality of political representation by the 
different parties.
In order to be able to give an answer to the research question, the Netherlands will be used as a 
case-study. As Andeweg (2011) notes, “It is one of the very few countries for which we have data on 
the ideological position and issue preferences of voter and MPs, measured at several points in time 
using almost identical questions.” The elections from 1982 up till 2012 will be used, which provides 
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this research thesis with eighty-five cases to use for the analysis. The method employed will be a 
regression analysis, in which the percentage of congruence will firstly be offset by the number of party 
memberships, and secondly by the members-to-voter (M/V) ratio. There are different logics for using 
either an absolute measure and a relative measure as the members-to-voter ratio, which will be 
discussed later on. The M/V ratio has at least the merit that it makes cross-national research easy. This 
research will thus use The Netherlands to find evidence for answering the research question.
This thesis will find that a higher number of party memberships will make a party more congruent 
with its electorate. It finds that a members-to-voter ratio does not correlate with congruence. This casts 
doubts on the validity of generally accepted view that the sub-leaders of a party are more extreme in 
their opinions than that the party in parliament and the party’s electorate are. Since overall congruence 
between the Dutch MPs and the Dutch electorate has gone up, and overall party membership numbers 
has gone down, the reality that congruence between parties and their electorates have gone down is 
somewhat puzzling. It will be argued that the increased electoral volatility can be a solution to this 
problem. Although congruence on the level of parties have gone down, at the level of the parliament, 
the voters might have balanced the system as a whole. One finding however is clear – the lower 
number of party memberships correlates negatively with congruence between a party and its electorate. 
A finding that should be seen as troublesome, since party membership throughout the whole of Europe 
has been declining.
2. Theory and Hypotheses
The Ideal-typical Form of Parliamentary Democracy and Reality
As Richard S. Katz correctly recognized, both the classical mass party model of democracy and the 
more recent Downsian model seem to be based on a simple principal-agent model, in which the 
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government administration is the agent of the ministry, whose members are the agents of the party in 
parliament, which are the agents of the electorate (Katz, 2014, pp. 184-185). This is the ideal-typical 
form of parliamentary democracy, which thus features a single ‘chain of command,’ and is the basic 
idea of representative democracy (Powel, 2000, pp. 10-17.; Strøm, 2000, pp. 267-269). However, this is
not how many parliamentary systems function nowadays. Wolfgang Müller finds that the typical 
European political party parallels the organisation of the state (Müller, 2000). The link between the 
voter and the party is strong, the link between the party and the party in parliament is strong, the link 
between the voter and the party in parliament, however, is very weak. Parties intervene forcefully in the
delegation from voters to the party in parliament (2000, p. 311-12). Katz reinforces this ‘more realistic 
view’ of parliamentary democracy by Müller in his paper, and finds that there are two distinctive 
principals to whom the agent, the party in public office (the elected), has to listen – namely the party on
the ground, and the electorate (Katz, 2014, p. 191). This introduces a real problem for understanding 
how politics function in modern societies. For, if the parties do not unequivocally serve ‘the people’, 
i.e. their electorates, what does this mean for the quality of political representation?
If one wants to believe that the people are still served as perfectly as possible, one has to argue that
either the party has the same policy preferences as its electorate, or that the party does not try to 
influence the party in parliament. Speaking about the latter, Katz says it perfectly when he says: “In the
Downsian party model, on the other hand, the party on the ground is the ‘organized cheerleader’ of the 
party in public office, and the party in public office makes the important decisions in anticipation of the
reactions of the broader electorate” (Katz, 2014, p. 185). This is not very likely, that a party will be 
satisfied with a role of pure cheer-leading. Indeed, if one takes into account that many parties (try to) 
have active debates about the political course of the party, a mere support role for the party has to be 
incompatible. To the former point, it is difficult to imagine that people who wish to become member of 
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a party are representative of people who do not wish to become member of a party. It is the classical 
problems of ‘self-selection.’ Those who join a party on their own initiative will have inherently 
different policy preferences than those who do not join a party on their own initiative. However, even if
the party members are a relatively good reflection of the party’s electorate, it does not follow 
automatically that the articulated policy preferences of the party as a whole will reflect the ‘true’ policy 
references of the party as a whole. To understand the mechanics of why even a party with a 
representative party membership still might have trouble being congruent with the electorate, the Iron 
Law of Oligarchy and the General and the Special Law of Curvilinear Disparity will provide clarity. 
Identifying the Actors – Who Are the Masters of the Party in Parliament?
The idea of a simple chain of command in which the party in parliament has only one principle (or 
master), the electorate, is incorrect. The party itself is a second master, one which is a stronger master 
than that the electorate is. So what are the echelons that exists in the party (including the members of 
parliament) exactly? For this, we turn to John D. May’s research. To distinct these echelons, he makes a
(rough) ranking of party functions bases on the level of perceived status. Later on, he differentiates 
three distinct echelons, namely top leaders, sub-leaders and non-leaders. His choice of labels for these 
echelons are not too intuitively understandable, but become clear when he applies these labels to 
different examples. May gives the example of Ostrogorski testimony (regarding Britain’s Liberal 
party), who claimed that the party caucus, or local constituency association, is markedly 
unrepresentative, substantively as well as sociologically, of rank-and-file Liberals. Stating that “It is an 
almost general fact that the [local Caucus] is more Radical” – more strongly attached to a particular 
faction and programme – “than the mass of the party, more so even than the M.P. who has had to 
submit to its demands” (May, 1973, pp. 135, 139-40). And later on, May discusses Maurce Duverger, 
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and notes that “An attitudinal ‘contrast between the militants and the lectors’ is ‘met within all parties’”
(May, 1973, p. 141). Through these examples, it becomes clear that in May’s model, the party in 
parliament should be seen as belonging to the top leaders, party members who are in positions of power
(like delegates) should be seen as sub-leaders and the voters/electorate as non-leaders. 
From these three actors, the sub-leaders is the least clear. They do not have well-defined positions 
per se, but they are those who are in positions of power to affect the policy preferences of the party in 
parliament. To understand the internal power dynamics in parties (and other organisation alike), 
Michels’ critical case study is helpful. In his study, he finds that there is an inherent tendency towards 
oligarchy in political organisations. Furthermore, as size increases, the distance between the leaders and
the led increases and their interests diverge. Thus, a relatively small number of people, which have 
different interests than party as a whole, determine the character and content of organizational 
discourse (Michels, 1968). Political representation thus involves a conundrum. For the masses, political
organisation is necessary to overcome the disorganisation of forces and be able to affect public policy. 
However, by organizing, a group of leaders is created who have different policy preferences. Who says 
organization says oligarchy (Cook, 1971 pp. 785-87). Those who form this group of leaders in a party 
are the sub-leaders of a party.
The Different Policy Preferences
The different echelons in party politics have different opinions than each other, due to a number of 
structural differences in how these echelons are created and maintained. The party in parliament (the 
top leaders), for example, are subject to far more control and surveillance, than their sub-leader 
counterparts. The struggle for these positions in the establishment takes place amid direct competition 
and in the light of publicity, whereas the sub-leader’s positions are far less subject to these conditions. 
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It is thus far less likely for party in parliament to malrepresent the non-leaders than is the case for the 
sub-leaders. The rewards that high positions offers are also likely to make the top leaders more centrists
than the sub-leaders. These rewards are both tangible (salaries, expense accounts) as intangible 
(prestige, power, interesting work). Retaining these positions means winning re-elections at the hands 
of the constituents, thus top leaders with more extreme views clearly stand to gain from becoming more
centrist (Kitscheld & Hellemans, 1990, pp. 13-15; May, 2010, pp. 144-45, 148-49). And, as Duverger 
noted, the top leaders of a party are often in direct and regular contact with their counterparts of rival 
parties, with whom they might have to work together to get legislation done. Therefore, relations 
between parliamentary party rivals are conducive to co-operation and, eventually, to substantive 
accommodation (as cited in May, 2010, p. 150). These three mechanism, scrutiny, incentives and 
accommodation, offer good explanations why to expect the party in parliament to be less extreme in 
their opinions than that the party itself is (represented by its sub-leaders), and give rise to the 
formulation of the General Law of Curvilinear Disparity, which states that top leaders and non-leaders 
are more nearly congruent with one another, than are the sub-leaders with either the top leaders or the 
non-leaders (May, 1973, p. 139). 141).
The sub-leaders are under less scrutiny and are therefore more able to be more extreme in their 
opinions, yet this of course does not entail that they should be more extreme. May expects that 
substantive Centrists who view the major national parties as being equidistant from, and close to, the 
optimal position. Most Centrists would thus abstain from partisan activity, feeling already quite 
accurately represented. Centrists who do want to join a party and become more active, will divide 
themselves across different parties. Extremists, on the other hand, would feel much more inclined 
towards activism, and would concentrate on one party or another. Centrists would thus be more likely 
to abstain and disperse their forces, diluting their influence relative of that of the extremists (May, 
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1973, pp. 146-47). When one looks at the rewards that the sub-leaders may receive from their work for 
the party, it is obvious that the nature of these rewards differ greatly from those of the top leaders. They
are rarely substantive and are rarely scaled according to the competitive performance of the party being
served (May, 1973, p. 149). As Leon Epstein said, “The voluntary and amateur nature of (local 
constituency associations) ensures that they attract zealots in the party cause, and particularly so at the 
local leadership level, where there are many routine political chores which only the devoted are likely 
to perform. Principles, not professional careers, are what matter here” (as cited in May, 1973, p. 149). 
Other than the top leaders, these sub-leaders do not have frequent contact with their equals from other 
parties. McClosky et al. give attention to this idea of insularity, noting that “Because their political 
values are continually renewed through frequent communication with people of like opinions,… they 
develop an extraordinary ability to resist the force of the opposition’s arguments1” (as cited in May, 
1973, p. 150). Because of these three mechanisms, Centrist who dilute their influence, the nature of the 
incentives for sub-leaders and insularity, sub-leaders are expected to be substantively more extreme 
than both the top leaders as the electorate (non-leaders), giving rise to the first part of the Special Law 
of Curvilinear Disparity.
The party in parliament, however, is not perfectly congruent in its opinions with the electorate. 
These top leaders are often former sub-leaders, who have worked their way up in the party 
organisation. They have internalised many of the opinions of the other sub-leaders. Top-leaders also 
rely on the sub leaders in some measure to known the general opinion in the party. They consider the 
sub-leaders as the ‘well-springs of party opinion’ (May, 1973, p. 143). Furthermore, to win the struggle 
for high level functions in the party, top-leaders most have some level of support from a small clique of
‘king-makers,’ most of whom are activists in party branches (May, 1973, p. 149). The top leaders are 
1 McClosky et al. do not differentiate between top leaders and sub-leaders. May argues that top leaders do have almost 
daily interactions with rival top leaders, whereas sub-leaders do not.
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thus more extreme than non-leaders because the sub-leaders are even more extreme still, leading to the 
second part of the Special Law of Curvilinear Disparity.
Why Size Matters
Till this day, the number of the members a party has is seen as a good indicator of the good functioning 
of a (mass) party. Conversely, parties with a low number of parties are sometimes seen as insufficiently 
legitimate (Mair, Bartolini, & Daalder, 2014, p. 417). This is exactly why in yesteryear parties tried to 
increase the membership numbers. It is founded on the desire to be truly reflective of its owns 
electorate. This idea is a normative one, which entails that the larger the group of members is, the more 
they can claim to reflect the policy preferences of the party’s electorate, the more legitimate they seem 
to be a master of the elected. Conversely, the smaller the number of members, the less they will seem to
reflect the party’s electorate and the less legitimate they appear to be a proper master of the elected. 
Thus, if a party’s membership does not reflect the electorate it hopes to represent, the party’s credibility
may suffer. It would seem very much inappropriate for a non-reflective group of members to try to 
influence the elected. This ‘logic of appropriateness’ would both influence the behaviour of the party 
members as the elected. Not only will the party members feel less legitimate to steer the elected, the 
elected themselves will feel less obliged to follow the commands of this illegitimate master.
Besides of this normative point, party members make a number of other contributions to the 
success of a party. Of course, monetary contributions are very important for a party. Although parties 
throughout Europe have increasingly introduced legislation to appropriate state finances, memberships 
still are an important source of finances for parties. Party members are also the prime source for parties 
for possible candidates for different elected offices. It is quite understandable that a larger pool of 
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candidates will produce more highly capable potential candidates for a party to choose from. Increasing
membership numbers would thus help reduce the risk for a party to put party members in positions who
may embarrass the party and reduce its chances at the next election. Indeed, this has been problematic 
for some new parties, often hurting their performance at the next election, as was the case for the Lijst 
Pim Fortuyn (Irwin & Van Holsteyn, 2003, pp. 45-46). The contributions by party members in times of 
elections, have always been seen as very important for electoral success of parties. And, even in the age
of mass media, the efforts of party members in election times can have a positive and politically 
significant impact on their parties’s election results (Scarrow, 2007, pp. 643-50). Clearly, having higher
numbers of party memberships is beneficial for the party. 
The sub-leaders, the ones who are responsible for the direct contact with possible members, play a 
crucial role in increasing party membership numbers. Higher party membership numbers thus 
strengthen the position of the sub-leader. The higher party membership numbers make parties stronger 
thanks to their contributions, financial and otherwise, and it increases the legitimacy of the claim of a 
party that they represent their electorate, and are not a detached club of political interested career 
politicians. Sub-leaders who can claim responsibility for high numbers of party membership numbers 
would thus be seen as more legitimatised to effect policy preferences of the party in parliament. Does 
the effectiveness of the sub-leader not increase the strength of the party and does it not proof this sub-
leader has political capability to mobilize others? All in all, the effect is that higher party ship numbers 
increases the strength of the sub-leader in the intra-party power struggle.
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Hypotheses
The traditional agent-principal model in which there is a simple chain through the actors, from those 
who govern to those who are governed, has been clearly too simple a model and need to be replaced by
a more detailed model as Katz proposes, if we want to understand how parties function in modern 
democracies. Accepting that the elected have multiple masters requires us to known who these masters 
truly are, and what their opinions are. The electorate is the master which should be to the only one (as 
per the ideal-typical form of parliamentary democracy), yet this is not the case. The party is the other 
master, led by the sub-leaders, and has its own policy preferences. As we have seen, there exists an 
opinion structure within parties that entails that the sub-leaders are the most extreme in their opinions, 
causing the party in parliament to be more extreme than the party’s electorate. In other words, the party
in parliament has more extreme opinions than their voters have, because the influential sub-leaders 
have even more extreme opinions still.
One of the important reasons that the sub-leaders have such a powerful position, is because they 
are seen as the ‘well-springs of party opinion’ (May, 1973, p. 143). However, due to declining party 
membership numbers, the legitimacy of their role as the voice of the electorate are greatly diminished. 
The relatively recent push in the last decades of many Western political parties to democratize their 
election procedures, is an attempt by the top leaders to make the party more attractive for potential 
members (Hazan & Rahat, 2010, p. 36). These democratization processes undermine the power of the 
sub-leaders in favour of the top leaders. Less involved rank-and-file members are more likely to be 
swayed by factors as name-recognition, and are thus far more likely to take their cues from the top 
leaders than the ideologically motivated and organizationally entrenched activists are (Hazan & Rahat, 
2010, pp. 1-3). Thus, when a party has many members, it is likely that the sub-leaders, often in a 
substantial part responsible for recruitment in their respective districts, are seen as the ideal go-to 
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persons for the top leaders to know what the general opinion in the party and in the electorate is. When 
a party has few members, the sub-leaders are seen as far less important and the party in parliament 
might seek ways to circumvent them, to reach the electorate more directly. Since sub-leaders are, due to
the nature of their positions, always more extreme in their opinions, congruence between the opinions 
of the party in parliament and their electorate will be higher if the party in parliament listens less to the 
party. This logic is captured in the following hypotheses:
H1: Lower party membership numbers results in higher congruence between the policy 
preferences of the party in parliament and the party’s electorate.
H2: The more the members-to-voter ratio is in favour of the voters, the higher the congruence 
between the policy preferences of the party in parliament and the party’s electorate.
The null hypotheses being:
H0: The number of party members nor the members-to-voter ratio affect the 
congruence between the policy preferences of the party in parliament and the party’s 
electorate.
Up till now, the argument has been one-sided, from the perspective of the party. However, if we return 
to Wolfgang Müller’s more realistic model of representation, voters still have an influence on the party, 
albeit quit weak. It is therefore prudent to also include the factor of voters in the research. It could 
prove to explain more of the variation. The second hypotheses is therefore based not on an absolute 
number of party members, but on a ratio between voters and members.
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3. Method
Research Design
Different methodological options exist for the social sciences. The selection of the proper 
methodological instrument depends heavily on the research question, the hypotheses and the chosen 
variables. The question is thus which instrument helps to answer the research question the best, being 
aware that even the most appropriate method has some inherent drawbacks. This research has 
developed a number of variables that are easily quantifiable. The strength of working with large 
numbers (large N) is that generalisations about the world can be made confidently (John, 2002, p. 218).
Statistical analysis, when performed correctly, is a strong instrument for the (social) sciences. It does, 
however, have some drawbacks. Working with data collection and manipulation simply invites errors. 
Errors which can be difficult to detect. Only be revisiting the data and by doing some simply tests (for 
example, do all the percentages add up to roughly a hundred) can one try to avoid such errors. Another 
problem with quantitative analysis for scientific disciplines such as the social sciences, is that 
experimental manipulation is almost never possible. One cannot bring a state into existence, 
experiment with political structures and search for social facts. This important problem means that it is 
not possible to determine causality. We can only speak of correlation between variables, theory must 
explain the true relation we believe to exist. It is because this causality problem this research prefers to 
use the terms ‘predictor variable’ and ‘outcome variable’, over the terms ‘independent variable’ and 
‘depended variable.’ By using the former two variable, it is clear that the performed research has not 
enjoyed the benefits of experimental manipulation (Field, 2012, p. 13). Understanding these inherent 
strengths and weaknesses, we now discuss how it effected this quantitative research.
Two widely known approaches in research design are the ‘most similar’ and the ‘most different’ 
designs. In a most similar design, the key is to keep as many variables the same, so that the relation 
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between the predictor and outcome variables are more easily understood, since extraneous variance is 
kept to a minimum. However, the existence of so many variables in the social world make this 
approach unattainable. This is why the most different system approach is often more preferable. If a 
correlation between two variables is found in a system and is also found in a number of different 
systems, it is arguably a strong correlation (Hopkin, 2002, pp. 254-255). Thus, the strength of a most 
different system design lays in the fact that all other variables are randomized as much as possible so 
that any confounding variables attribute to the unsystematic variation and not to the systematic 
variation, i.e. the correlation between the predictor and the outcome variable (Field, 2012, p. 18). Thus, 
a most different system design would be most appropriate for this research.
In this research, the Netherlands is taken as a case-study. The excellent existing databases 
containing parliamentary election studies, membership numbers and election results makes the 
executing of this research relatively easy, relevant and reliable. Being a case study, it understandably 
lacks somewhat in randomizing the other variables, which can hurt the validity. In other words, the 
differences are not so great, significantly decreasing the possibility of generalizing the results. 
Therefore, this research should not be seen as a definitive answer to the research question, but as a 
possibility to gain some understanding about the topic and to possibly serve as a springboard for further
research.
The Dutch case supplies this research with nine election years in which all questions are asked 
which are relevant and in which the scales for self-placement and party’s placement on the left right-
scale are the same. For most of the parties in these elections, data pertaining party membership 
numbers was available, resulting in eighty-five cases. This entails that (most) parties will be used 
multiple times which does mean that the eighty-five cases can not be seen as independent observations. 
Therefore, it would be more precise to use a robust estimate of variance, such as the 
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Huber/White/Sandwich estimate of variance2. However, this option is not available in the software 
Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS). Stata does have this option, however this researcher 
does not have this program available to him and does not have the required experience to work with it. 
For this research, a simple regression will be employed, to detect a correlation between the predictor 
and the outcome variables. The unit of analysis will be the parties themselves. Parties express 
themselves as a united front, symbolized by a party manifesto (Schattschneider, 1942, p. 64). Of 
course, the chosen predictor variables exclude any other unit of analysis. This will be the set-up of this 
research, with all caveats in mind.
Outcome variable
The outcome variable is ‘congruence between the policy preferences of the party in parliament and the 
electorate,’ or simply ‘congruence,’ which is the measure used to gauge the quality of political 
representation. To measure congruence in policy preferences between parties and their electorate, many
options are available. Voter preferences are customarily measured in surveys, often using a left-right 
scale (Andeweg, 2011, p. 39). This left-right scale is still the main determinant of party choice (Van der
Eijk, Franklin & Van der Brug, 1999). To measure the preferences of the members of parliament, one 
option is to analyse party manifestos. This, however, does assume that members of a party in 
parliament act as a single actor, and that they adhere to the party manifesto. Another option is to 
employ expert surveys. Implied here also is that ‘the party’ acts as one (in parliament). A third option is
to ask voters what their perception is of the position of a party or of a member of parliament (MP). A 
fourth option is to ask the representatives themselves for their position (Andeweg, 2011, p. 39-40). 
2 See for a discussion about this topic Van der Brug, W., Fennema, M. & Tillie, J. (2005). Why Some Anti-Immigrant 
Parties Fail and Others Succeed. A Two-Step Model of Aggregate Electoral Support. Comparative Political Studies, 
38(5), 537-573.
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Although Andeweg favours the fourth approach to measure the position of MPs, this paper will employ
the third one. This is simply due to the fact that time constraints prohibits the fourth option. Andeweg 
notes that by asking the voters themselves what position the party has on the left-right scale, there will 
be a positive bias, since people’s perception will not be independent concerning their ‘own’ party. In 
other words, it is likely that people who already have decided which party they will vote for, place this 
party close to their own position. This effect is impossible to deny, which will mean it will be 
somewhat more difficult to find a negative correlation between the outcome and predictor variables. All
things considered, taking the left-right positions of both the electorate and the parties from surveys of 
the electorate is the best way forward.
To be able to calculate the congruence, first the electorate of the parties need to be operationalized.
This will be done by using the answers of respondents to the question whether they will ever vote for a 
particular party. If the value is high enough, they will be considered as part of the electorate of a party. 
In the Dutch parliamentary election studies the question ‘probability of future vote for (party name),’ 
where one means ‘never’ and ten ‘certainly some day,’ is asked. Respondents who answered this 
question with an eight or higher3 is seen as part of the electorate of that party. This method is superior 
to taking the answer whether they will vote on a particular party at the upcoming election, because a 
voter can be part of a particular party’s electorate without voting this particular election on said party. 
There can be different reasons why a respondent does not vote for a party to whom electorate it 
belongs, such as strategic voting behaviour (for example, to vote for the bigger Labour party instead of 
a smaller left party to increase the chance of a leftist government). By asking whether they ever will 
3 Van der Brug et al. use the value six or higher to determine electoral potential. However, this research took a somewhat 
stricter selection criteria of eight or higher, for it is not interested in a party’s potential electorate, but its actual 
electorate. A more stringent selection criterion was therefore deemed more appropriate.
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vote for a party, they a freed from any ballot constraints (Van der Brug, Fennema, & Tille, 2005, p. 
551). Thus, this is a good way of determining who is part of a party’s electorate.
Secondly, a comparison will be made of the left-right distribution of the perceived position of the 
parties and its electorate. For example, if we want to know the distribution along the left-right scale of 
the PvdA’s (Partij van de Arbeid, Labour) electorate, we need to measure how many respondents who 
belong to the PvdA electorate put themselves on position one, two, etc. This is then recalculated as a 
fraction of the total. To know the distribution of a party on the left-right scale, we take the answers of 
all respondents (not only those who belong to the PvdA electorate) and calculate the frequency of how 
many times respondents put the PvdA on the left-right scale on position one, two, etc. and this is also 
recalculated as a fraction of the total. We now have two comparable left-right distributions, one of the 
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Figure 1: Distribution Left-right positioning PvdA in 1986
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party and one of the electorate of the party. Now we need to know how much these distributions 
overlap. We do this by taking the lowest of these two fractions per point on the left-right scale and then 
add all the values together. The resulting figure is the overlap, i.e. the congruence. In Figure 1 we see 
the results for the PvdA in 1986. In Figure 2 we see the same results, only displayed less accurately, but
much more intuitively understandable. By employing this method, a measure of congruence will be 
calculated, which is the variable which is used to give an indication of the quality of political 
representation by a party.
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Figure 2: Distribution Left-right positioning PvdA in 1986
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Predictor variables
This research wants to investigate multiple ways of looking at party (organizational) strength. Gauging 
strength with a members-to-voter ratio has an intuitive appeal for this research proposal. For, it wants 
to know in what way the two ‘masters’ have a power to force the elected to represent their preferred 
policy positions. If their exists such a struggle between the electorate (voters) and the party, a members-
to-voter ratio seems to be appropriate.  Furthermore, such a measure makes cross-national comparisons 
possible, thus providing a better variable with which future research good be conducted (Van Biezen, 
2003, pp. 111-112). And, for this research, a M/V ratio corrects for the growing electorate throughout 
the years. Yet the members and the voters are quite different in the ways they can exercise influence on 
the party in parliament. For voters, their exist only one method of influence – voting. Thus, the threat of
not being re-elected is what should keep the politicians congruent with its electorate. Elections are by 
nature periodic events. The influence of the voters is perhaps always on the mind of the politician, but 
it will be foremost on his mind when the elections are near. The party, however, has a continues effect 
on the party in parliament. For party members, access to party leaders is far greater than for voters. 
They have a ‘natural’ connection to the party leaders, who have almost always been socialised by the 
party over the years, before becoming top leaders. Party members have on-official and official ways of 
influencing the elected, as many parties exemplify by voting over the ideological course of the party. If 
we return to Wolfgang Müller’s more realistic model of representation, the delegation from the voters 
to the party in parliament is weak, compared to the delegation from party to party in parliament (2010, 
pp. 310-312). It is possible that a members-to-voter ratio distorts the research, since it seems to suppose
an equal amount of power shared between the two actors. It could be that for the M/V ratio to be 
appropriate in this research, the members should be given more statical weight. However, this is 
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beyond the scope of this research. Considering these factors, it could be less of a good variable to 
reflect the organizational strength of the sub-leaders vis-à-vis the party in parliament. Understanding 
the possible strengths and weaknesses of both predictor variables, we continue with the research and 
use both predictors.
For these two predictor variables we need two different sets of data, one is party membership 
numbers, and two is the number of votes cast for the parties. The Rijksuniversiteit Groningen4 has a 
database available for most of the Dutch political parties. The Kiesraad5 (Election Council) has all the 
election results available. Thus, we have the absolute party membership numbers and with the numbers 
of votes casts we can calculate the members-to-voters ratio. This is calculated by dividing the number 
of members by the number of voters multiplied by a hundred. Thus, a percentage is calculated. One 
thing to note is the odd case of the party ‘Partij voor de Vrijheid’ (PVV, earlier PvdV, the Freedom 
Party), which has only one member, Geert Wilders (the leader of the party). For the analysis wherein 
the predictor variable is party membership numbers, this does not pose a (statistical) problem. The 
analysis with the predictor variable members-to-voter ratio, however, cannot be done with the PVV, for 
it will be such an extreme outlier to make the whole analysis meaningless.
4. Results
As is understandable, when first compiling the database, one looks for data to support the theory. In 
1986 the PvdA had a congruence percentage of seventy-five and a party membership number well over 
a hundred-thousand, and in 2006, the PvdA had a congruence percentage of eighty-five and a 
4 http://dnpp.ub.rug.nl/dnpp/themas/leden/
5 http://www.verkiezingsuitslagen.nl/Na1918/Verkiezingsuitslagen.aspx?VerkiezingsTypeId=1
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membership number of over sixty-thousand. The VVD (Liberal party) in 1986 had a congruence 
percentage of sixty-eight and a membership number of around eighty-five-thousand, while in 2003 the 
congruence percentage had risen to eighty-one and the membership number had fallen to forty-six-
thousand. These kinds of results are what the theory predicted. However, these cases of course do not 
constitute a solid statistical analysis, which may, and indeed will, present a different picture.
To get a better understanding of what the whole data-set (see Appendix A), a number of ways will 
be offered to bring some development to light. First of all, the average congruence and the average 
number of party membership numbers per year was calculated and then plotted in a graph (see Figure 
3). The average membership numbers per party is somewhat misleading. The largest three parties were 
losing significant numbers of members in the first few years. A number of smaller parties joined to 
became Groen-Links (Green party), increasing the average number of party members in the election 
year of 1989. This party also had a relatively low percentage of congruence in 1989 (60), which can be 
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Figure 3: Average Congruence and Party Membership Numbers
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attributed to the understandable problems a new party has to be well-known by its electorate. Or, 
conversely, it might be the case that supporters of the old parties misinterpreted the ideological profile 
of the new party. They believed, or hoped, the new party would (mostly) resemble their own party. 
What ever the case may be, the merger to form the Green party somewhat disrupted the results. The 
general trend, however, is that both the average number of party membership numbers and the average 
congruence percentages have gone down in the last three decades.
For both casual and scientific observers, larger parties with a long history often receive more 
attention. This is understandable, since there size and long history have a great and lasting impact on 
the political system. Furthermore, the three largest parties in the Netherlands have had relative high 
numbers of party memberships, and also lost many over the years (see Figure 4). In this research, all 
three parties had their high-watermark in 1982, the very first year that is part of this study. The 
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Figure 4: Party Membership Numbers Largest Three Parties
1982 1987 1992 1997 2002 2007 2012
55
20055
40055
60055
80055
100055
120055
140055
160055
180055
Party Membership Numbers Largest Three Parties
VVD
CDA
PvdA
Years
Pa
rt
y 
M
em
be
rs
hi
p 
N
um
be
rs
members-to-voter ratio of the three larger parties all start at around twenty percent. The members-to-
voter ratio’s seem to generally go down for these parties, largely due to the number of party 
memberships going down. Only the CDA had a higher M/V in the last two election years, due to the 
fact it had more members than the VVD and the PvdA, but had fewer voters that these two. Their 
congruence percentages vary (see Figure 5). The PvdA has a trend that is upwards. The CDA 
(ChristenDemocratisch Appèl, Confessional party) also somewhat went upwards, but falls to its lowest 
point in the last election year, 2012. The VVD percentages of congruences varies somewhat, but the 
last two years show a clear decline. For all three parties, it is clear that the general trend pertaining 
membership numbers have been downward the last three decades. The congruence percentages, 
however, do not seem to provide a clear trend for all three parties. The data pertaining to the three 
largest parties as represented in the figures do not seem to provide a clear picture to start to answer the 
research question.
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Figure 5: Congruence Largest Three Parties
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To see if these three parties can provide some pertinent statistical insight, a correlation was run. 
First, the test was run with party membership numbers as predictor variable, shown on the left of Table 
1. Secondly, the test was run with members-to-voter ratio as predictor variable, shown in the right of 
the same table. The first test resulted in a positive correlation between the predictor variable and the 
outcome variable. So it looks as though it is the case that these three large parties benefit from higher 
membership numbers, in terms of higher quality of representation. The test, however, was not 
significant. The second test also showed a positive correlation between the predictor variable and the 
outcome variable. This would mean that having a voter-to-member ratio in favour of the members 
would be positive to the quality of political representation, expressed as congruence between the 
opinions of the party in parliament and its electorate. The data regarding these three old parties looks 
rather randomly distributed. Furthermore, the test is insignificant. The negative R2 values suggests that 
members-to-voter ratio actually explain the variance in the model less well than random chance would 
have. Statistical analysis of the three established parties do not offer any real insights.
Although it is understandable that most observers look at the larger parties first, the smaller parties
can of course also provide interesting data, especially for this research, which assumes the smaller 
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Table 1: Test of Correlation Congruence With the Three Largest Parties
Correlation congruence and Correlation congruence and
party membership numbers members-to-voter ratio
b SE b* b SE b*
(Constant) 76 .792 4 .241 78 .044 4 .013
predictor .000 .000 .236 - .936 .975 .346
N 27 27
.056 .036
.018 - .003
R2
Adjusted R2
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Figure 6: Party Membership Numbers Smaller Parties
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Figure 7: M/V Ratio Smaller Parties
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parties should be more congruent with their electorates (Figures 6, 7, & 8). Four parties have been 
selected to for further attention, namely Groen-Links (GL, the Green party), D66 (Liberal-Democrats), 
Socialistische Partij (SP, Socialist Party) and the PVV (Partij voor de Vrijheid, Anti-Immigrant party). 
The D66 has had a slightly fluctuating party membership number and congruence percentage. It would 
seem a relative stable party in these terms. GL has had an overall slight increase in party membership 
numbers, and the congruence percentage has also had a trend upwards. This is a development that 
would contradict the first hypothesis. The SP is quite an interesting case, for it is a party that has seen a 
large increase in membership numbers. The last two elections it had around forty-five-thousand 
members – the VVD had actually less in these years, around forty-thousand. Like the party 
membership numbers, the congruence percentage climbed in the beginning, although the last two 
elections it had declined. Interesting to note, is that the congruence percentages of the SP were in all 
cases lower than those of D66 and of GL. The largest of the smaller parties does seem to under-perform
in terms of congruence. In regard to the members-to-voter ratio, the data does not seem to give any real
innsight. It is noteworthy that the low numbers of votes GL received in 2012 greatly increased their 
M/V ratio that year. The last party, the PVV, might be the most interesting. It only has one member, and
should therefore be the ‘poster boy’ of the theory. The first two time the party partake in elections, it 
had a congruence percentage of around fifty-five. In 2012, it climbed to around sixty-five. Yet these 
percentages are lower than the other three parties. Clearly, although the PVV is not ‘hindered’ by party 
members, it does not succeed in generating high percentages of congruence. These smaller parties do 
not seem to provide us with a clear picture.
We will now run the tests with all cases included (See Figure 9). First hypothesis number one was 
tested, ‘Lower party membership numbers results in higher congruence between the policy preferences 
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of the party in parliament and the party’s electorate.’ The expectation was that the predictor variable 
‘party membership numbers’ would negatively correlate with the outcome variable ‘congruence,’ since 
the theory predicted that the party, in which the sub-leaders have a powerful position, negatively effect 
congruence between the party in parliament and the electorate since they have more extreme opinions.
However, as clearly seen in Table 2, the predictor variable correlates positively with the outcome 
variable. The standardized regression coefficient of the predictor variable was .389, p = .000, while the 
adjusted R2 was .141, indicating that the model explains about fourteen percent of the variance. It is 
clear that H1 has to be rejected. There exists an outlier, the CPN (Communistische Partij van 
Nederland), the Dutch Communist Party, election year 1986. The test was rerun, without this outlier. 
The results are in the right-half of Table 2. The test shows a standardized regression coefficient (b*) of .
386, p = .000, and an adjusted R2 of .138, meaning the model explains the variance somewhat less. 
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Figure 8: Congruence Smaller Parties
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Rerunning the test withouth the CPN ’86 did not change the results significantly. The highly 
significantly positive correlation this research has found is clear evidence that H1 should be rejected.
Secondly, hypothesis number two, ‘The more the members-to-voter ratio is in favour of the 
voters, the higher the congruence between the policy preferences of the party in parliament and the 
party’s electorate’ was tested. The theory as formulated for H1 was a one-sided approach, in that it only 
considered one of the two ‘masters’ of the party, and ignoring the other master. As Müller’s model 
explains, the voters also have a direct effect on the party in parliament, albeit substantially weaker than 
is the effect of the party on the party in parliament. Thus, a model based on a members-to-voter ratio 
could perhaps function better than a model in which only party members are considered. It has to be 
noted that for this model, Geert Wilders’s Freedom Party was excluded, due to the fact that the party 
only has one member, which had as effect that any meaningful regression analysis could not be run. 
Table 3 displays the results, the left side with the CPN from ’86, the right side without.
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Table 2: Test of Correlation Congruence and Party Membership Numbers
Correlation test Correlation test
 including CPN 1986  excluding CPN 1986
b SE b* b SE b*
(Constant) 72 .894 1 .381 73 .639 1 .282
predictor .000 .000 .389* .000 .000 .386*
N 85 84
.152 .149
.141 .138
R2
Adjusted R2
*significant at p < .001
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Figure 9: Scatter Plot – Correlation Congruence and Party Membership Numbers
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The predictor variable ‘members-to-voter ratio’ yielded a negative correlation with the outcome 
variable ‘congruence,’ suggesting that having a members-to-voter ratio in favour of the voters 
decreases congruence. This time, however, the regression was not statically significant. The variable 
members-to-voter ratio, thus, was not able to explain the variance. The negative R2 values (both of the 
models with and without CPN ’86) suggests that members-to-voter ratio actually explain the variance 
in the model less well than random chance would have. In any case, H2 should be rejected, H0 cannot 
be rejected.
5. Discussion
The theory as developed in this research, hinged on a number of empirical assumptions. First, it is 
important to realise that parliamentary representation is not the ideal-typical form of democracy which 
features a single ‘chain of command’ (Strøm, 2000, pp. 267-269). The party in parliament has multiple 
masters. As per Müllers’s realistic model, the party as a whole is a strong master of the party in 
parliament, whereas the voter is a weak master (Müller, 2000). Michels’s observations in the 
Germany’s Social Democratic Party that let him to formulate the Iron Law of Oligarchy, gives valuable
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Table 3: Test of Correlation Congruence and Members-to-voter Ratio
Correlation test Correlation test
 including CPN 1986  excluding CPN 1986
b SE b* b SE b*
(Constant) 78 .612 1 .720 78 .437 1 .543
predictor - .170 .213 - .089 - .078 .192 - .046
N 82 81
.008 .002
- .004 - .011
R2
Adjusted R2
insights to how power is concentrated in any organisation. And, the larger the organisation, the greater 
the difference between the leaders and the led. May’s work, that resulted in his General and Special 
Law of Curvilinear Disparity, explain why sub-leaders are more extreme in their opinions than the non-
leaders, the party’s electorate. And the party in parliament is thus more extreme in their opinions 
because the sub-leaders are more extreme still (May, 1972, p. 143). Sub-leaders who can claim to 
represent large parts of the party, are expected to be seen as more legitimate to effect the opinions of the
party in parliament than sub-leaders who can not make such claims. Therefore, the hypothesis was 
formulated that a party with higher number of party memberships would be more extreme in its 
opinions than a party with fewer numbers of party memberships, thus lowering the congruence between
the opinions of the party in parliament and the party’s electorate. Also, a members-to-voter ratio was 
used as a predictor, since it might capture more of the reality. The hypotheses were than tested.
The results from the test were unexpected. The tests showed clearly that higher numbers of party 
memberships correlated positively with congruence. This was perhaps most puzzling, since Andeweg’s 
article, ‘Approaching Perfect Policy Congruence: Measurement, Development, and Relevance for 
Political Representation,’ concluded that the policy congruence have increased substantially over the 
years (2011). For example, he found that in 1989/1990 the congruence between MP’s and the electorate
was sixty-four percent, in 1998/2001 seventy-six percent and in 2006 eighty-nine percent. Party 
membership in the Netherlands has decreased from 1980 to 2009 with well over a hundred-thousand, a 
change of almost minus thirty percent (Van Biezen et al., 2012, p. 34). Thus, in general, congruence has
gone up, and party membership has gone down. This general effect, however, does not translate to the 
level of parties. A possible answer could be found in electoral volatility. Andrew J. Drummond found 
increasing volatility throughout most of Europe, and also The Netherlands (2006). New parties have 
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entered the Dutch system and the largest three parties their (electoral) support has been dwindling. 
Voters have been increasingly willingly to change their vote. This could have had as effect that the 
voter balances the system as a whole. Parties which are less congruent than others can be punished and 
lose votes or are balanced by strategic voting. The increased electoral volatility of the system can, more
positively, be seen as flexibility. The voter corrects individual ‘errors’ in the system, making for a 
higher system congruence then in yesteryear.
Whatever the case may be, the findings for the individual parties are quite clear and the statistical 
significance of the findings is high – more party members make the party in parliament more congruent
with their respective electorates. This seems difficult to accept when one looks at May’s findings. 
However, it might be possible to formulate an answer to this question, on the basis of May’s own 
observations. The last two sentences of May’s work sums up the tension between the top leaders and 
the sub-leaders. “From the revolutionary standpoint of a Lenin, a party’s parliamentary delegation is 
congenitally prone to contract the ‘reformist infection.’ From the standpoint of many activists in 
conventional parties, if incumbent legislators are not closely watched by less susceptible critics, they 
‘sell out’ (1973, p. 151). When we return to his example of the Britain’s Liberal Party, Ostrogorski 
noted that “...distinct strata of partisans came to stand ‘between’ incumbent legislators and their 
electoral support. The presence of the Caucus, served to delude rather than inform parliamentary 
candidates about the state of public opinion.” These activists exerted their influence so as to bring about
their party’s electoral defeat. In spite of pressures emanating from large segments of Liberal-leaning 
voters and from Liberal parliamentary chieftains, they did not adopt more pro-labour policies. (May, 
1973, p. 140). In the end, the Liberal party lost its footing in British politics to the new Labour party. 
One has to wonder, how these kinds of examples influenced other parties in general, and their sub-
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leaders in particular. Witnessing the ‘political suicide’ of another party, it is possible that this has 
influenced the thinking of all other parties. It could also have empowered the party in  parliament to 
defend more centrist policies, and sub-leaders may themselves started believing their proper role was to
represent their party members and their party’s electorate, and not so much as to force the top leaders to
reflect their own opinions.
If it is the case that sub-leaders, after witnessing the demise of other parties, or perhaps having 
received a number of sensitive defeats in elections, started to themselves see their proper role as to 
reflect the opinions of their party members, it could explain the findings of this research. If the sub-
leaders do reflect their party members opinions, they are truly the go-to persons for the top leaders to 
know the opinion of the party. The problem for the electorate would be that the party itself reflect their 
opinions in a far lesser degree then they once used to. The questions posed by Ingrid van Biezen, Peter 
Mair and Thomas Poguntke “...whether [party members], having declined in numbers, have also 
become sufficiently distinct in terms of profiles and activities that it might be reasonable to regard them
not as constituting part of civil society – with which party membership traditionally been associated – 
but rather as constitution the outer ring of an extended political class,” seems in light of this research a 
valid question which might have as an answer ‘yes’ (Van Biezen et al., 2012, p. 39). By not actively 
mobilizing members from groups with otherwise low engagement, parties will not play their former 
role of helping to counter-balance certain political inequalities (Scarrow & Gezgor, 2010, p. 827). 
Perhaps it is because of the increased electoral volatility that balancing still takes place, on a system 
level. The electorate might feel this to be an easier and even a better way to make sure the parliament 
reflects their opinions as best as possible. Indeed, this is what Andeweg found, an increase in 
congruence in the recent years for the whole Dutch political system. The decreased congruence 
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between the party’s and their electorate seem to be because party membership numbers have gone 
down.
Recent research has however casts some doubt on the May’s Laws, which have been held in high 
regard (Scarrow, 2007, p. 644). This research focus on the Dutch system, and on covers the years 1986,
1999 and 2008, and the parties CDA, VVD, D66 and the PvdA. To be sure, they do find some evidence
supporting the Special Law of Curvilinear Disparity, however, but they cover a minority of the cases 
and not a plurality (Van Holsteyn, Den Ridder, & Koole, 2015, pp. 2, 8-9). Yet the congruence between 
non-leaders6 and top leaders is lowest, compared to the congruence between non-leaders and sub-
leaders and sub-leaders and top leaders respectively. They conclude that their research does not give 
evidence for a radical middle level elite, but rather that top leaders take a more radical position than 
both the sub-leaders and the non-leaders. These findings seem to be corroborated by this research, since
it found opposite results from what was expected. Perhaps it is the case that top leaders are always 
more radical, and that a strong and vibrant party, led by sub-leaders who opinions reflect those of the 
electorate more, can keep them in check. This research thus adds to the doubts about May’s Laws.
The members-to-voter ratio proved to yield statistically insignificant results. This might also be 
due to the aforementioned possible explanation – since higher party membership numbers has a 
positive effect on congruence, framing them as a zero-sum game of two masters competing for power is
not apt. Higher party membership numbers results in higher congruence, lower numbers of members 
results in lower congruence. One would also expect that higher percentage of congruence would be 
‘rewarded’ by the voters. High numbers of memberships would lead to a high percentage of congruence
and a high number of votes, low number of members would lead to a low percentage of congruence 
6 Van Holsteyn, Den Ridder, and Koole conceptualized non-leaders as voters, whereas this research conceptualized them 
as the party’s electorate.
Thomas E. Zoutendijk BSc
s0861812
Master Thesis
6 June 2016
Thesis Seminar Political Science
Dr. M.S. Spirova
34
and thus a low number of voter. The result would be a statistically insignificant relation between the 
members-to-voter ratio and congruence.
Finally, the weaknesses of this research should be remembered. It sought out to be a most different
system analysis, yet took all its cases from one country. This introduces the risk of confounding 
variables adding to the systematic variance. Indeed, this may have also plagued the research made by 
Van Holsteyn, Den Ridder and Koole. Both researches focused on the Netherlands, so they would be 
susceptible to the same unknown confounding variables. A possible confounding variable would be the 
increased electoral volatility. Because more voters feel less attached to parties, them may also more 
quickly answer the question whether they will ever vote for a particular party with a higher possibility 
then before. This would entail that they would be quicker deemed as part of a party’s electorate, making
the party’s electorate more diverse which would lower congruence per definition. To reduce the risk of 
such possibilities and make the design stronger, one needs to perform this research again, and select 
cases that make the system more different.
6. Conclusion
The formulated hypotheses of this research had to be rejected. The opposite effected from what was 
formulated in H1 was found, H2 proved to be statistically insignificant. Although not expected, these 
results offer a valuable contribution to the scientific community and to the society at large. Formal 
party membership has become less important to parties over the years (Van Biezen, et al., 2012, p. 40). 
Yet the decreasing number of party members have has had as effect that congruence between the 
opinions of the party in parliament and the party’s electorate have decreased, which has to be seen as 
decreasing the quality of representation. That the system as a whole has become more congruent with 
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the electorate at large, may come to the fact that electoral volatility has gone up. It would seem that the 
electorate balances these parties quite neatly to each-other. Whether this is sufficient to ensure a high 
quality of representation, is not clear. For a long time now, there is an apparent growing dissatisfaction 
from the electorate with the political system. Yet it seems, when looking at the system as a whole, that 
representation has become better. These two seemingly contradicting observations in political science 
seems to be echoed in this research – political representation by the system expressed as congruence 
has increased, but at the same time, parties themselves have become less able to accurately represent 
their electorate. Correcting these parties at the ballot box might help to increase the congruence of the 
system as a whole, but might not be enough to combat the feeling that some voters have that the parties
themselves have become less responsive, forming an extended political class.
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8. Appendix A
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Party Name Year Case Number Congruence Members M/V Ratio Voters
PvdA 1982 01 78,09 105486 4,21 2503517
VVD 1982 02 73,95 102888 5,41 1900763
D66 1982 03 80,86 14500 4,13 351278
PPR 1982 04 77,32 10063 7,38 136446
CPN 1982 05 58,40 14370 9,73 147753
CDA 1982 06 83,66 152885 6,32 2420441
DS'70* 1982 07 75,96 1800 5,80 31047
SGP 1982 08 78,13 20800 13,28 156636
PSP 1982 09 69,19 9979 5,32 187547
GPV 1982 10 76,88 13114 19,53 67163
RPF 1982 11 80,16 9000 7,24 124235
PvdA 1986 12 75,06 103760 3,40 3051678
VVD 1986 13 67,77 84617 5,30 1596991
D66 1986 14 86,27 8300 1,48 562466
PPR 1986 15 74,35 6151 5,34 115203
CPN 1986 16 41,55 6380 11,03 57847
CDA 1986 17 82,53 127849 4,03 3172918
SGP 1986 18 80,16 21936 13,73 159740
PSP 1986 19 65,29 5560 5,05 110182
GPV 1986 20 76,62 13365 15,12 88381
RPF 1986 21 70,96 7752 9,27 83582
EVP* 1986 22 65,57 2254 10,25 21998
PvdA 1989 23 81,77 96722 3,41 2832739
VVD 1989 24 78,31 68735 5,33 1290427
D66 1989 25 85,47 8543 1,22 700538
CDA 1989 26 89,61 122486 3,91 3135056
GL 1989 27 59,54 16829 4,66 361324
SGP 1989 28 86,42 22467 13,54 165918
GPV 1989 29 85,59 13015 11,89 109458
RPF 1989 30 84,40 7954 9,35 85081
PvdA 1994 31 86,76 68053 3,16 2153135
VVD 1994 32 78,63 84617 4,72 1792401
D66 1994 33 84,61 15000 1,08 1391202
GL 1994 34 63,09 12500 4,01 311399
CDA 1994 35 89,53 107000 5,36 1996418
SGP 1994 36 77,23 23728 15,28 155251
GPV 1994 37 77,80 14269 11,97 119158
RPF 1994 38 79,97 11035 6,95 158705
PvdA 1998 39 88,17 61600 2,47 2494555
VVD 1998 40 73,55 51585 2,43 2124971
D66 1998 41 79,91 13391 1,73 773497
GL 1998 42 65,98 13821 2,21 625968
CDA 1998 43 94,25 89000 5,63 1581053
SGP 1998 44 73,44 23800 15,50 153583
GPV 1998 45 78,40 14121 12,99 108724
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Party Name Year Case Number Congruence Members M/V Ratio Voters
RPF 1998 46 81,96 12572 7,20 174593
SP 1998 47 60,79 21975 7,24 303703
PvdA 2003 48 88,57 60062 2,28 2631480
CDA 2003 49 84,95 79000 2,86 2763480
VVD 2003 50 81,05 46391 2,68 1728707
D66 2003 51 77,87 12711 3,23 393333
GL 2003 52 74,97 18469 3,73 495802
SGP 2003 53 81,31 25900 17,23 150305
CU 2003 54 86,07 27000 13,19 204694
SP 2003 55 63,93 36406 5,97 609723
LPF 2003 56 73,59 4100 0,75 549975
PvdA 2006 57 84,56 61913 2,97 2085077
CDA 2006 58 90,28 69000 2,65 2608573
VVD 2006 59 76,02 40157 2,78 1443312
D66 2006 60 78,65 11065 5,73 193232
GL 2006 61 85,75 21383 4,72 453054
SGP 2006 62 73,37 26400 17,22 153266
CU 2006 63 75,16 24156 6,18 390969
SP 2006 64 74,20 44853 2,75 1630803
PvdV 2006 65 53,78 1 0,00 579490
CDA 2010 66 92,88 67592 5,27 1281886
PvdA 2010 67 87,18 54504 2,95 1848805
VVD 2010 68 68,24 36371 1,88 1929575
D66 2010 69 77,80 18507 2,83 654167
GL 2010 70 73,03 20961 3,34 628096
SP 2010 71 71,57 46507 5,03 924696
CU 2010 72 84,01 26441 8,67 305094
PVV 2010 73 54,70 1 0,00 1454493
SGP 2010 74 79,74 27196 16,63 163581
PvdD 2010 75 71,96 10310 8,43 122317
CDA 2012 76 81,39 61294 7,65 801620
PvdA 2012 77 82,60 54279 2,32 2340750
VVD 2012 78 64,28 38412 1,53 2504948
D66 2012 79 83,37 21985 2,90 757091
GL 2012 80 72,80 26505 12,05 219896
SP 2012 81 67,34 44186 4,86 909853
PVV 2012 82 64,26 1 0,00 950263
CU 2012 83 79,94 24701 8,38 294586
SGP 2012 84 81,19 28048 14,25 196780
PvdD 2012 85 79,50 12250 6,72 182162
* extrapolated
